Everyone laughed when Radio 1
began bleeping the word ‘faggot’.
But few have spoken out in opposition
to Brighton Council’s decision to
introduce a city-wide ban on all music

with homophobic lyrics. And there has
been little said in defence of Samina_
Malik, the self-styled ‘lyrical terrorist’ who
was sentenced to a nine-month suspended
sentence for possessing jihadist literature.
Doesn’t freedom of expression mean freedom
even for dodgy poets, homophobes and nihilists,
or is this a moral cop-out? Should people who
have obnoxious thoughts be challenged legally
as well as morally? Are there any limits we
should set on what can be said or written?
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We have invited free speech supporters from
different backgrounds to kick off the discussion
on the state of free speech and artistic
expression today.
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SPEAKERS: HO UGHT
Guido Fawkes a.k.a. Paul Staines - political commentator read by

thousands of people daily on his blog www.order-order.com

Hari Kunzru is a novelist and journalist. Deputy president of English PEN.

Author of My Revolutions, The Impressionist and Transmission.

Aki Nawaz is a musician and front man of the group A Manifesto Club Event
Fun-Da-Mentdal. In 2006 the album All is War (The Benefits of G-Had) was
accused of ‘glorifying the war on terror’ and two MPs called for Aki’s Tuesday 26 February
arrest. Doors open 7pm
Brendan O’Neill is editor of spiked-online. He has been described as Corbet Place bar,
Zone. 9f this coun:r,ry's sharpest social comnllentators” (Daily Ttlalegrapl])., 15 Hanbury St,
devilishly clever” (The Independent) and ‘a loony lefty hack’ (the British E1 6QR
National Party). (Just off Brick Lane)
Dr Evan Harris is Liberal Democrat MP for Oxford West and Abingdon. Nearest tube: Liverpool St

A campaigner against rascism, for refugee rights and civil liberties, he is .
a passionate defender of free speech - hitting the headlines last year for Free to Manifesto Club members;

taking part in an Oxford Union debate with the BNP’s Nick Griffin and £5 non-members
historian David Irving.



http://www.manifestoclub.com/thoughtcrimenight
http://www.skiddle.com/whatson/guide.php/Skiddle/London/
http://www.spiked-online.com/index.php?/site/article/4202/
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=6690784225
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=6690784225
http://www.order-order.com 
http://www.englishpen.org/
http://www.harikunzru.com/hari/impressionist.htm
http://www.harikunzru.com/hari/trans.htm
http://www.fun-da-mental.co.uk/
http://www.7digital.com/stores/productDetail.aspx?shop=410&pid=40032
http://arts.guardian.co.uk/news/story/0,,1807542,00.html
http://www.evanharris.org.uk/
http://www.ncadc.org.uk/archives/filed%20newszines/newszine80/campsfield.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/oxfordshire/7112480.stm. 

